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SALFORD SCHOOLS FORUM

19th March 2014

Meeting commenced: 4.15 p.m.
“                 ended: 5.30 p.m.

PRESENT: School Members

Drew Povey                            -      Secondary Headteachers
James Inman 

Brian Pearson (Chair)         -      Secondary School Governors
           Sheila Hamnett          

Jenny Langley                        -      Academy schools 
Alison Cookson 

Daniel Gauld      -      Primary Headteachers
Cheryl Fox                    

                                  
Kenneth Hickman     -      Primary School
Andrew Sargeant            Governors 
            

Non-School Members

Debbie Ramsay                      -      Pupil Referral Units       
Alex Klein                                -      Faith Communities  
Leon Dowd                              -      14/19 Partnership 
Christopher Gray                     -      Early Years Partnership
Joe Langley                            -       Teacher Trade Union 

Officers

Cathy Starbuck                       -      Assistant Director 
Paula Summersfield               -      Principal Group Accountant    
Debbie Fulton                         -      Management Accountant – Schools  
Carole Chapman                -      Senior Democratic Services Advisor
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1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Judith Elderkin and Martin Hanbury.   
                                

2. MEMBERSHIP OF FORUM 

Members were informed that due to an administrative error the closing date for the election
of Primary and Secondary Governor Representatives has been extended to 28th March. 
As a consequence, Sheila Hamnett attended the meeting, in accordance with the
Constitution where it is stated ‘Owing to issues surrounding the election process, a
Governor Representative shall be eligible to continue to attend the Forum as a full member
until the nomination and election process is completed’   

Forum members will be notified of the results of the election once completed.
  
RESOLVED: THAT (1) Forum members will be notified of the results of the election once 
completed. 
                        THAT (2) the membership details will be amended to reflect the results of 
the election.  

3. FORUM RESOLUTIONS 

An update report was submitted providing details of the resolutions made by the Salford 
Schools Forum.

RESOLVED: THAT the report be noted   

4.        RECORD OF PREVIOUS MEETING   

RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 8 January 2014, were approved as 
a correct record. 

 
         

 5. MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.

 6.      DSG UPDATE  

Paula Summersfield presented this report which provided an update on the position of the 
Dedicated Schools Grant for 2013-14 as at the end of January. Forum members were 
asked to note the current financial position and approve the allocation of the schools block 
carry forward for general contingency purposes. Members were also asked to give a view 
on the write off of the closing debt for St Georges RC High School. 

During discussion a query was raised in relation to the Inter Authority Recoupment figures 
contained within the table under 2.1 of the report. It was agreed that they would be looked 
into and members would be notified accordingly of any changes.  
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Discussion then took place around the issue of SEN and the difficulties facing many 
Primary Schools, during which the following points were raised:-

 Many schools manage the SEN funding allocated, however the DSG report shows 
there is a balance of SEN funding not spent 

 A SEN mapping tool was introduced for schools to complete if they want to 
demonstrate that they do not have sufficient funding allocated to meet the needs of 
SEN pupils.

 It was felt that this is an onerous process and prevented many schools from completing 
the tool and submitting it for consideration for additional funding

 Schools are often unaware of the needs that new pupils may present with
 Completion of the mapping tool was flagged as a training issue
 Members were informed that training has been scheduled around the SEN reforms
 It was agreed there is a need to establish the true costs of SEN provision and to 

alleviate the issues with schools applying for additional funding
 Members were informed that the problems encountered around the funding formula 

notional SEN calculation have been raised as an issue with the DfE
 

With regard to the proposal for the write off of the closing debt for St Georges RC High 
School, the members were happy with the work undertaken to minimise the projected cost 
to £200k and were assured that everything had been done to minimise the financial risks  
during the following months in the run up to the school closure.  

RESOLVED: THAT (1) The figures within the table under 2.1 of the report will be verified 
and members notified of any changes 

                                    THAT (2) Schools Forum notes the current financial position of the 
Dedicated Schools Grant

                                     THAT (3) the allocation of the carry forward for general contingency 
purposes is approved

THAT (4) Schools Forum approves the write off of the closing debt for St 
Georges RC High School. 

7.       TRIGGER FUNDING UPDATE 

Debbie Fulton presented this report which provided an update on the work undertaken by 
the sub group in relation to revising the in-year trigger funding scheme.
Members of the forum were asked to consider the details in the report and agree the 
revised criteria for the in-year trigger funding from 1st April 2014.

RESOLVED: THAT the Schools Forum agree the revised criteria for the in-year trigger 
funding. 
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8.      STAFF COSTS SUPPLY COVER SLA 

Paula Summersfield presented this report the purpose of which was to inform members 
that changes in funding introduced by the DfE in 2013-14 have resulted in a change in the 
contribution to the supply cover pool contributions. Academies and Special schools are no 
longer allowed to be automatically included in the pot but have to enter into an SLA 
agreement to join the pooling arrangements. Pupil referral units have delegated budgets 
from 2013-14 and therefore in line with schools may want to make provision for the 
purchase of the staff costs maternity supply cover SLA under the criteria detailed within 
the report.   

Schools Forum made a decision to de-delegate the funding for supply cover on behalf of 
all maintained primary and secondary schools, however, the de-delegation of the funding 
for supply cover for maintained secondary and special high schools does not cover post 16 
provision. All schools with post 16 provision will have to enter into an SLA agreement for 
this provision to join the pooling arrangements. 

It was agreed that once finalised, information relating to the schools which have taken up 
the offer will be provided.  

                               
          RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information provided is noted and approved.
                                
  THAT (2) once finalised, details of the schools that have chosen to take up 

the offer will be provided.  

9.      ELECTION RESULTS 

As the closing date has been extended to 28th March this item was deferred to the next 
meeting. 

RESOLVED: THAT results of the election to be presented at the next meeting. 

10.    CONSTITUTION AND MEMBER INDUCTION 

Updated versions of the Constitution and member induction process were provided for 
information.

During discussions the issue of attendance was raised and it was agreed that should a 
member submit apologies for three consecutive meetings then this would be looked into. 
The Chair confirmed that he is currently working on voting rights and will present his report 
once completed. 

RESOLVED: THAT (1) attendance to be monitored
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THAT (2) once completed the Chair will present a report on voting rights. 

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Paula Summersfield informed members that the Department for Education is carrying out 
a consultation on the proposals to allocate an additional £350m to schools nationally in 
2015-16, to address the unfairness of the current funding system and provide some help to 
authorities that are the least fairly funded. 
The consultation closes on 30 April 2014, therefore as this is before the date of the next 
meeting members were asked if they wanted to set up a small sub group in order to 
develop a forum response. 
It was agreed that the Chair and Kenneth Hickman would form the group and that they will 
liaise with Paula regarding arrangements to meet. 
Forum members were informed that the authority will also be submitting a response. 

RESOLVED: THAT a small sub group will liaise with Paula Summersfield in order to 
develop a forum response to the consultation.

 

11. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 21st May 2014 in Committee Room 1 at 
4.15pm.  


